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Phantom Flyers Club Meeting Minutes
February 18, 2019

Vice President Bill Ahrens opened the meeting at 7:00 pm at Mark Twain Hobby Shop. There were 11 members in
attendance.

Tech Session

Bill Ahrens showed his very cool looking Freewing F4 Phantom. The Phantom uses a braking parachute. It weighed in
around 8 pounds and Bill weathered the plane using some type of acrylic paint. It uses a 90mm fan for propulsion. Bill
stated that Freewing is not a top of the line model - more in the middle. | can't wait to see it in the air - it looks
awesome.

Secretary’s Report

The Club currently is at 33 regular members. Dan Sundman renewed at the meeting. The January Meeting Minutes
were approved.

Treasurers Report
We added a couple members since last meeting and that gives us more margin in the budget after the lease is paid.

Field Managers Report
o The field entrance by the gate is very muddy and wet. We talked about adding some rock. Don has a 1-year old
quote: $750 for clean gravel and $525 for dirty. This would provide 3 inches of coverage. We would somehow
need to spread the rock. It was decided this needs further discussion.
o The roller has a hole in it so it cannot be used to smooth the ground.

Activities Report
e Ed was sick and did not attend this meeting
e Joint Fun Fly dates were proposed as follows:
o First week of August, Saturday, Aug 3 - PFRC will host
o First week of September, Saturday Sep 7 - Wright City Flyers will host
e Our Pattern Contest is scheduled for September 22
e No activities are currently planned for Feb or March
e |t was mentioned Ed will be retiring from Boeing at the end of the month.

New Business

e Larry Anderson will show old radios at SLRCFA in May. Larry asked if anyone knew where Bill Sostman got his
old radios which he gave to Larry. They were all tube radios and now illegal.
e |t was asked of Larry if he could do Tech Session for us.

Meeting Adjourned.
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Sailplanes Part 2

Last month’s issue | promised to look more into available 2M sailplanes and Larry Anderson replied.

‘Kevin

Saw your article in the carrier wave. | have some thoughts on a good starter electric ARF glider.

Your thinking about a Radian is right on. If a person wants a two-meter starter glider the Radian is a good investment.
They are normally easily available and can teach you a lot about thermaling. In the hands of a very capable glider guy
(like Brian Molloy for example) they will beat higher performance gliders if the higher performance glider is being
flown by a lesser pilot.

As we know the Radian does not have long legs when flying into a headwind. This is the only real drawback to the
Radian as a starter glider.

Also, it bounces pretty good when contact with terra firma is a rough. :-)’
Thanks for your input Larry!

Looking at what is currently available, | will still say you can’t go wrong with the Radian. Tower Hobbies has a model
called Great Planes Tori. It is a 4-channel model but appears to have enough polyhedral that it should function well as
a rudder, elevator and motor glider. The video ( ) on Tower’s page look great if you
want a sport plane. | don’t think they ever cut the motor off, not very useful advertising for a sailplane. At any rate |
went on RCGroups and was reading the thread about the Tori. They pretty much echoed my opinion on the video and
like most new ARF’s it has some issues to work through but it appears to be a good sailplane.

The price: $230 for the Great Planes Tori in the receiver ready configuration vs the Eflite (Plug and Play) Night Radian
for $180. The Tori features a built-up wing and ailerons, a carbon boom with a fiberglass fuselage. The Radian is all
EPO foam and has a 2 piece wing, a plus in my book.

According to the specs, the Tori is 1ounce lighter (310z) than the Radian but the wing area of the Tori is 498 sq in and
551 sq in for the Radian. In comparison, the EP Vista weighs in at 38 ounces but has 678 sq in. Using the more confusing
WCL (wing cube loaded) that puts the Tori at 4.8WCL, Radian at 4.3WCL and the EP Vista at 3.7WCL. The lower the
WCL the more of a floater the model tends to be, until you factor in the drag of the airframe/airfoil. | am really
interested in the Tori...but my Aspire sailplane might not like it.

type of mode WCL

Slow Models, Thermal Glider <4
Trainers, Parkflyer, 3D 57
Sports Models, Scale Acrobats 7-10

Sports ' a g 10-13 :

Sports Models and Scale Mode I[_Jﬁl 3 WCL = Weight (0z.)

Warplanes, Racing Models -13 —
Full-Scale 1520 (Wing Area (sq. fi))



https://youtu.be/TH6zA7KMQYE
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GSLMA and the possibility of a new field

Our GSLMA/Phantom Flyers Club Representative, Harold Weaver, sent this information last month.

Al ....

FYI ... Attached is a recent newspaper article that one of our club members saw and took a photo of ... it's very
readable if you zoom in. Also attached is a Google Earth look at where this new park is located ... it's not too far from

our club, St. Louis RC ... a little south of us, on the other side of the Meramec River that borders our club about a half
mile south of our flying site.

George Biderman

St. Louis RF Flying Assoc.



River Bend Park off Hwy. PP (Twin River
Road) in the Eurcka area of Jefferson
County as the possible site of a county

park dedicated solely to radio-controlled
devices,
Parks Director Tim Pigg said the vote
was an important, albeit preliminary, step
*This is not going to happen right
away,” he said. “This is all in the prelimi-
nary stages, so there's not & cost estimate,
there's no timeline. But we want to see
this happen. This will be like Buder Park
in St. Louis County.”

" Pigg said the approximately 40-acre
site was donated to the county more than
20 years ago for a future park site. It is

is wooded and is in the 100-
year flood plain of the Big River.
“Because it's in the flood plain,
there’s not & lot we can do to develop a
(full-service) park there. But it will be
a good use for the RC people,” he said,

hoping to recruit some yolunteers with
equipment to help. How soon can it get
done? The right volunteers with the right
equipment can make a big dent in a hurry.

“It’s possible we could find someone
- a logger — who would pay the county
to harvest the trees, then we could use

the proceeds toward the park. Butit's all
very preliminary at this point.”

He said the entire site will not have
10 be cleared.

“They'll need a runway (for the
planes and drones), but they can fly
them over treetops,” Pigg said. “But
because it’s in a flood plain, it will have
to be grass, rather than asphalt. There’s
also been some talk about wanting some
kind of a track (for RC cars and other
vehicles).”

He said he’s been in contact with RC
enthusiasts, and hopes to recruit them
bo(huvolumeahborlndtohelphv{
up the rules the use of
park once it gets closer

“They'll

said the major work to openthe

to consult with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers for guidelines on development
near the banks of the Big River.

“I don't know the rules on that, but

they will,” he said. *T don't think we'll
be clearing trees all the way to the river

Council to approve

County .
of rules for county parks ¢

2 ban on RC devyices (¢

because of safety concerns,

After a group of RC ¢
protested, Pigg agreed on revi
the County Council passed an

set of rules that removed the

line; my guess is they'll want us tokeep  with

30 or 40 feet away. And that's OK -
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Member Models

Ok, it isn’t a “Member Model” but a Member being a ‘Model’...sort of &).

 Participating in the i
“right, Jim Wilson,
~ Harold Wood,

president; Jim
president.

Area Club Stuff

March 30th — Annual Swap Meet

* Location: Granite City Township Hall. 2060A Delmar Avenue Granite City, IL
62040.

* Doors open to vendors at 8:30 AM.

* Open to the Public 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

* General Public Welcome.

¢ Public Admission: $5 at the door, kids under 12 free.

* Vendor tables available for $10 each.

* More than 20 aircraft on static display, and pilots to talk with.

* Flight simulators available to experience the hobby.

* Club members on hand to help with becoming part of the R/C flying
community.

* Contact: midwestairwingevents@gmail.com.



Phantom Flyers RC CLUB

(Be sure to explore our website: phantomfiyersre.com)

2019 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Mote: All new

Regular £1500year x yris) = applications

) N received after 1
Family (IRS Dependents) 5153 yvear x yr(s) = July of this year
Mon-Participant {Mon flying)  $15/year x yris) = will receive next

vear's dues free
et L ate Renewal Fee *™ 515

(Late fee required if member has not paid by 31 Dec)
Make checks payable to:

Total Amount Due = Phantom Flvers RC Club, fnc.
Eligible Member Additional Family Member

Member Name (Mickname)
AMA Number

Primary Phone (home/cell)

Secondary Phone (workicell)
Street
City, State, Zip

Spouse’s Name

Primary E-Mail Address
Can Mow Flying Field? (Yes/Na)

My signature below signifies that:
| have read, understood and will abide by the Phantom Flyers RC Safety and Fleld Use Rules.
| undersiand that my participation in this activity Is purely voluntary and | agree to hold Phantiom Flyers

RC Club, Inc. harmless for any and all fability for any injuries including death, which | might sustain while
participating in this activity.

Signature: Date:

Submit form and membership dues to:
Jirm W=t
814 Hollow Ave.
Jerseyville, IL 62052
Full members only, please send S.AS.E.

For Club Administrative Use Dues Received Current AMA Received/Shown

Only Date Date




Check there for the back issues of the Carrier Wave Newsletter, mowing schedule, event calendar and club
roster/contact information (handy for mowing).

Articles, pictures and tech notes for publishing in the Carrier Wave are always appreciated. Let us know what you are
building, repairing or flying!

Send them to:


http://phantomflyersrc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Phantom-Flyers-RC-Club-139791882811519/
mailto:kevcox@charter.net

