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Phantom Flyers R/C Club Meeting Minutes - 19 June 2023 

Attendees:  13 club members were in attendance at the field which started at 7:00 pm.  People I recorded were:  Ed 

White, Mitch Galatioto, Dan Abel, Don Grzina, Don Bollinger, Jim West, Jose Espinosa, Jan Jansen, Kevin Cox, Jack 

Buydos, Mike Wallace, Bill Reape, and Dan Sundman.  

New Members:  None in attendance.  

Technical Session:  Ed White discussed the Eli Field Aero Tow event in Monticello, Illinois which is the Horizon 

Hobbies Test Facility.  Ed participated with Brian Malloy.  He had a great time even though there was a haze in the sky 

limiting altitudes.  Peter Goldsmith was there as well.  Peter produces large scale aircraft kits and produces flyable 

scale WWII aircraft for museums.  Check Peter’s work out at PeterGoldsmithDesigns.com.  

Ed also read a battery review by MCS Guy which in essence states that the “C” rating on a battery is a marketing ploy 

to increase battery cost. Ed recommends you purchase batteries based on voltage and cells you need vs “C” rating.  

RCBattery.com is a good source of reasonably priced batteries.  The company was started by someone who used to 

work for Hobby King.  

Secretary’s Report:  The minutes for June were approved as written.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Jose reported the club is performing well financially.  Mitch will look into the field lease 

expiration date.  Subsequent review indicates the lease expires 30 September 2025.  

Safety Officer’s Report:  No report was provided.  Please continue to be SAFE!  

Field Manager:  Don Grzina stated the mowers were working well and he was in the process of replacing the priming 

bulb on the edger.  The port-a-john will be serviced prior to the Pattern Contest and insecticide will be sprayed along 

the fence line where people set up their tents for the event.  

Activities Report:  Dan Abel Upcoming 

Events:  

 July 1 2-meter glider contest  

 July 21/22 Pre-Nats Pattern Contest  

 July 29 EDF Fly-In   

Pattern Contest - Jim West discussed this year’s 65th annual pattern contest on June 24th & 25th.  Ed White will test 

the scoring system, Ed White and Don Grzina will bring generators, Kevin Cox will document the event in fabulous 

photos, Don Bollinger will graciously do the cooking, Cindy West will bring fried chicken, Bill Reape and Jan Jansen will 

bring ice and beverages, and Amy White will bring breakfast.  People are always needed to make the event run 

smoothly, so if you are available, please contact Jim.  

GSLMA Report:  No report was provided.  

Old Business:  No old items were reviewed.  

New Business:  No new items were discussed.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Mitch Galatioto, 2023 Secretary, Club Member, Board of Directors, Mowing Crew and actual R/C pilot! 

 
 

 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/knowledge_test_updates/ 

https://dronetrust.com/faa-trust/ 

 

 

http://rcbattery.com/
http://rcbattery.com/
https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/knowledge_test_updates/
https://dronetrust.com/faa-trust/


 

Safety Rules to Fly-By 

(submitted by Mitch Galatioto) 

 

 

A few excerpts from our Safety Rules.  Always good to read through them on occasion to ensure we are all following 

them.  If you need an electronic copy of them, please ask any officer.  Thanks for keeping our field safe! 

 

Safety Rule of the Month: 

Safety Rules of the Month: 

4. All flyers shall be members of the Phantom Flyers RC Club, Inc. Any club member may sponsor a guest flyer(s). No 

guest flyer may be sponsored more than 3 times each year. Open events involving fliers sponsored by the Club, and 

guest fliers must have in their possession their current AMA and FCC License (if required) and must comply with all 

Safety & Field Use Rules. 

 

5. All flyers, both members and guests, must have current AMA membership and must operate aircraft* within the 

limitations of that AMA membership. 

 

6. Radio controlled aircraft activity have absolute priority use of the field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Members Projects/Tech Session 

 

As noted in the meeting minutes, LiPo batteries were discussed, mainly the ‘C’ rating. 

Joe Giamona, aka MCSGUY on RCGroups, has complied datasheets of the test that he does and constantly updates them. 

With his permission, I am posting one of his sheets. It is done by weight of 6S packs that are currently on the market or 

soon to be with the packs ranked in order of performance. 

Joe, uses LPB (Lipo Power Band) to determine a more accurate ‘C’ number  

Lipo Power Band 

LPB provides a direct indication of a batteries real ‘C’ property defined by it's ability to maintain voltage under various 

load profiles. Lipo's are ranked using an RMS formula: the “Square Root of ((t1 * t1) + (t2 * t2) / 2)” where t1 is the 

elapsed time in seconds to the 3.7v transition and t2 is the elapsed time until the pack hits 3.6v. While this is an 

excellent indicator of the level of performance a user can expect, rating RC batteries is not a cut and dried proposition. 

If three or four batteries are close to each other in LPB value it might be hard to tell the difference in performance if 

weights are similar. Another issue is Lipos are manufactured in batches so it's often the luck of the draw as to which 

will rank a bit higher if they're otherwise close. The test system was developed to insure a very high degree of 

repeatability, on the order of +/- 1 second to enable reliable comparisons. Regardless, if two packs test that close 

they're interchangable unless one provides longer flight time, lighter weight, lower cost, etc. 

 

A study of the results listings clearly indicate there's maybe three tiers or classes of battery. And that price has no 

bearing on which is where. It's absolutely true and well documented that brands have a general performance range 

(tier or class) and they seldom “change their stripes”. It's usually the same brands vying for the top spots and it's 

inevitably the same brands competing near the bottom. Outside of a corporate "sea change" as recently occurred with 

Hobby King change is usually limited to some movement in the middle. There are suppliers working to make steady 

improvements but unfortunately they're in the minority. One of the reasons this thread exists is to track their progress 

and publish their successes so we can all benefit. 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?1767093-Battery-Load-Test-Comparisons 

 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?1767093-Battery-Load-Test-Comparisons


 

 

 

 

     

       

 



Events 

Event Coordinator-Dan Abel 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Phantom Flyers 65th Pattern Contest 

Contestants of the event 

More pictures found here https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAKhVJ 

 

 

Club Members at the contest 

Also there but absent at picture time were Bill Reape and Don Bollinger 

The help from supporting club member and spouses really makes for a great event. 

 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAKhVJ


 

 

 

 



 

 

Contest Results 

 



 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2M Sailplane Contest 

July 2 

 

We had a good turnout for our Two-meter glider contest. Eight people total with 6 flyers. Two Flyers were last minute 

scratches, one due to a aircraft problem and one because of mild illness. 

 

The air temp was cooler than previous days but the lift was hard to come by.  We had the usual variety of gliders, two 

using hi start and 4 with on board electric launch. As usual there was a crosswind so the hi start flyers needed to adjust 

for it.  We flew 5 rounds over the course of 2+ hours. 

 

Kevin Cox took first place and was awarded a two meter balsa glider kit by Craft Air, called a "Step Two", donated by 

Bill Ott. 

 

Kevin took some pics so you can watch for them. 

 

The final results are below. 

 

1. Kevin C. 

2. Bill O. 

3. Larry A 

4. Jan J. 

5. Bill R. 

6. Bill A. 

 

The next Two Meter Glider Contest will be Sunday August 6.  Please come out for some laid-back fun flying. 

 

Larry Anderson 

 

 

 



 

          

 

 

 

More picture can be found here https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAL38m 

https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjAL38m


 



GSLMA Report 

supplied by Harold Weaver 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Don’t forget to renew your membership!! 

https://www.phantomflyersrc.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/03/phantomflyers_membershipform-fillable.pdf 

 

 

 

 

https://www.phantomflyersrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/phantomflyers_membershipform-fillable.pdf
https://www.phantomflyersrc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/phantomflyers_membershipform-fillable.pdf


 

 

   

 

       

 
 

 
http://phantomflyersrc.com/   
https://www.facebook.com/Phantom-Flyers-RC-Club-139791882811519/ 
 
Check there for the back issues of the Carrier Wave Newsletter, mowing schedule, event calendar and club 
roster/contact information (handy for mowing). 
 

 

Articles, pictures and tech notes for publishing in the Carrier Wave are always appreciated. Let us know 

what you are building, repairing or flying!  

 

Send them to: 

kevcox@charter.net 

http://phantomflyersrc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Phantom-Flyers-RC-Club-139791882811519/
mailto:kevcox@charter.net

